THE BOSTON 


MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


Vor. 


TUESDAY, MARCH 9, 1830. 


[No. 4. 


I. 


CASE IN WHICH A FOREIGN BODY WAS 
LODGED FOR NEARLY EIGHT MONTHS 
IN THE ANTRUM. 

By J. M. Arvort, Surgeon. 


In the month of September, 1828, 
I was consulted by a lady who had 
had discharge of a yellow, occa- 
sionally somewhat fetid matter, 
from the right nostril, for the last 
six or seven days, attended with 
pain in the cheek and corresponding 
side of the head. She had expe- 
rienced feelings of uneasiness in 
the cheek during the preceding 
fortnight, which she attributed to 
having taken cold, as_ she believed 
her teeth to be sound. The mat- 
ter coming from the nostril was 
puriform and thick, and was dis- 
charged at intervals ; occasionally, 
more especially on waking, she 
was sensible of its presence also 
in the throat. No ulceration of 
the mucous membrane of the nos- 
tril was pereeived. There was 
no increased redness of the right 
cheek ; perhaps it was somewhat 
more tumid than the left. <A 
small spot of caries was detected 
on the last grinder but one on the 
right side of the upper jaw : this 
tooth had never occasioned her any 
pain, and striking it did not pro- 
duce any ; it was the only unsound 
tooth in the mouth. I had it ex- 
tracted, and no communication ex- 
isting between its socket and the 
antrum, three days after I drilled 
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a hole, with a straight trocar, 
through the osseous partition into 
the latter cavity. On withdraw- 
ing the instrument, its point was 
found smeared with purulent mat- 
ter, but several hours elapsed ere 
this began to issue through the 
newly-wade passage: when the 
first, perhaps somewhat thicker 
portion, had passed, it continued 
to flow freely. 

After this, the discharge from 
the nostril ceased, and, as the pa- 
tient was called into the country, 
it was resolved to try what effect 
a dependent aud ready aperture for 
the matter might have in remedy- 
ing its morbid secretion. <A piece 
of bougie, used as a stopper, and 
which, for the first two days, had 
been introduced only during meals, 
was now directed to be worn, but 
to be taken out several times daily, 
to allow the evacuation of the dis- 
charge. 

On the patient’s return from the 
country in a few weeks afterwards, 
I was informed that the discharge 
had at first diminished, that it then 
became almost stationary, and had 
for some time continued nearly so ; 
that the retention of the piece of 
bougie had been difficult, its pre- 
sence in the mouth inconvenient, 
and that it had not, therefore, been 
constantly worn. I now deter- 
mined upon introducing a silver 
canula, and, after repeated trials 
with various ones made expressly 
and differently formed, a tube was 
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met with, which, entering easily, 
remained in its place without arti- 
ficial fastenings, occasioned no in- 
convenience, allowed a ready pas- 
sage for the discharge, and could 
be taken out and reiutroduced with 
facility. This was inserted on the 
6th of November, and left to be 
worn in place of the bougie, its 
lower aperture being stopped with 
cork. Injections were now resort- 
ed to, at first of warm water, and 
subsequently of solutions of various 
astringent substances; these, thrown 
into the antrum, passed freely into 
the nose. Solutions, gradually ia- 
creased in strength, of sulphate of 
zinc, of oxymuriate of mercury, 
and of nitrate of silver, decoction 
of oak bark, and port wine and 
water, were employed, but with- 
out permanent advantage. Some- 
times the discharge lessened under 
their use, occasionally it increased 
and was attended with pain, but 
more commonly their effect was 
nugatory.—Finally, after having 
endeavored, for more than two 
months, to arrest the discharge by 
means of these local applications, 
they were discontinued, and the 
patient contented herself with 
washing out the antrum twice a 
day with water simply. 

On the 7th of April last, I was 
sent for by this lady, whom I found 
in a state of great alarm, from the 
following occurrence :-—The dis- 
charge from the antrum had con- 
tinued much as usual, but of late 
she had imagined that the silver 
canula was the cause of an un- 
pleasant taste in her mouth, and 
mentioning this opinion to a female 
friend the preceding evening, this 
lady observed, that a piece of the 
pipe of the bone syringe which was 
used for injecting would make a 
very good tube, and occasion no 
disagreeable taste. The suggest- 
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ion was inconsiderately acted upon 
as soon as made ;-—a portion of the 
pipe of the syringe was cut off and. 
substituted for the canula, but be- 
ing unprovided, like the latter, 
with a rim at its lower extremity, 
it passed within the passage, and 
the alarm of the friends being ex- 
cited, they made various and re- 
peated attempts, with bodkins, 
pointed scissors, &c., to extract it, 
but in vain. These attempts only 
served to push it further upwards, 
and it ultimately disappeared. 
Ashamed of their folly, it was only 
after having passed a disturbed night 
that the patient determined on 
sending for me. 

On examination, I could not dis- 
cern the piece of syringe pipe in 
the passage ; it had passed fairly 
into the antrum. I could not, 
however, with the probe, satisfac- 
torily detect it there; and this, 
with its presumed length (three 
quarters of an inch), which on the 
moment I thought too long to allow 
of its turning, led me to suppose it 
could not have gone in ; but a cor- 
rect estimate being taken of the 
antrum, the former circumstance 
was readily accounted for by the 
limited extent of that cavity, which 
it was possible to reach with the 
probe passed in through a small 
opening in the alveola ; whilst the 
clear statement of the patient, the 
increased redness of the gum and 
cheek, and the great anxiety evinc- 
ed for the extraction of the piece 
of pipe, dispelled any doubt of its 
having got within the antrum. 
The only mode of removing it was 
by trephining the walls of this ca- 
vity, but which I considered too 
severe an operation to have re- 
course to under these circumstances. 
The patient was informed of this, 
and that I should defer it until the 
appearance of more urgent symp- 
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toms. She was recommended 
merely to keep quiet, and her ap- 
prehensions of the consequences 
were endeavored to be tranquil- 
lized by the assurance that the 
ag of bone might remain for a 
ong time in its present situation 
without producing much mischief, 
and that it might possibly find its 
way out; of which, however, I 
acknowledge that I had but little 
hope. ‘The uneasiness which was 
felt in the cheek seemed to have 
been occasioned by the attempts at 
extraction ; it subsided in a day or 
two, as did an increased quantity 
of discharge which had taken 
place. In the mean time, having 
procured an ivory tube of the same 
dimensions as the silver canula, it 
was introduced in place of the lat- 
ter, and its use was unattenled by 
the unpleasant taste attributed to 
the metallic one. 

Contrary to what might have 
been expected, the abode of the 
piece of pipe in the antrum was 
not followed by any well-marked 
effects. ‘There was no pain, red- 
ness, or swelling of the check. 
The geueral character of the dis- 
charge remained the same ; it was 
puriform and white ; occasionally 
it increased, with slight fetor aad 
yellow color, and some uneasiness 
in the part, but these changes had 
also occurred previously. 

The patient was accustomed to 
remove the tube every morning 
and evening, to wash out the an- 
trum, which she had now acquired 
the power of doing without using 
the syringe, by merely filling the 


- mouth with water, and forcing it 


to pass up through the passage into 
the antrum, from whence it enter- 
ed the nose. On one of these oc- 
casions, in July, as she was taking 
a mouthful of water for this pur- 
pose, she felt something in the 


aperture of the passage in the gum, 
which she withdrew, and imagined 
to be a bit of old linen. I found 
this to be a small piece of bougie, 
partially unrolled, with some of 
the composition off its surface ; 
and, as none had been employed 
since the adoption of the silver 
tube, this must have remained in 
the antrum since the preceding 
October. The patient had been 
unconscious of its entrance, and 
could.ouly surmise that it had been 
forced up by the pressure of the 
bolus of food during mastication, 
which might readily have occur- 
red; for, as has been already 
stated, she had experienced great 
difficulty in retaining the bougie in 
its place; and in the country, 
where she had been obliged to use 
some of a smaller size, the piece 
had frequently dropped out during 
meals, and been swallowed. 

The descent of this body natu- 
rally encouraged the patient to 
hope that the piece of pipe might 
come down in the same way ; but 
after the lapse of some months, 
this hope was almost abandoned, 
when, on the 27th of November, 
as she withdrew the canula, some 
substance followed in the passage, 
which, projecting from the aper- 
ture, she drew out. This proved 
to be the piece of syringe pipe 
which had entered the antrum on 
the 6th of April. With the ex- 
ception of being darkened in color, 
and the loss of its polish, this piece 
of bone had undergone no change ; 
it measured almost seven-eights of 
an inch ia length. 

From this time, the discharge 
from the antrum quickly subsided. 
At the end of ten days, it had 
ceased ; and the canula, when now 
kept in three days Continuously, 
and then withdrawn, contained no 
morbid secretion. The employ- 
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ment of the canula is  conti- 
nued for a short time longer, that 
the patient may satisfy herself of 
the complaint being permanently 
cured.—Lond. Med. Gaz. 


II. 


ON THE INFLUENCE OF IODINE IN 
BRONCHOCELE, SCROFULA AND AS- 
CITES, 

By Dr. Barpstey. 


In the volume of hospital facts 
and observations lately published 
by Dr. Bardsley, of the Man- 
chester Infirmary, some very 
candid statements are given res- 
pecting the powers of iodine. 
Whatever may be the true ex- 
planation of the fact, it is certain 
that this medicine has not proved 
of such general and decisive efli- 
cacy in ordinary practice, as it 
seems to have evinced in the 
hands of those who first introduc- 
ed it into notice. At the same 
time, it has shown such counsider- 
able power in arresting the march 
of disease in many instances, that 
it would be most desirable to as- 
certain in what cases it is likely 
to prove of service, as well as 
those in which it is not. Let us 
glance at its effects in broncho- 
cele. 

Dr. Bardsley gives a table, 
which shows that he has employ- 
ed the iodine in thirty cases of 
bronchocele. Of the thirty, nine, 
or nearly one in three, were 
cured, and in none of these had 
the disease existed for more than 
two years. Six received some 
benefit, and the remaining fifteen 
were not at all relieved. 

In several of the above in- 
stances (which are selected from 
some others), it must be allowed 
that the iodine failed to produce 
any diminution of the tumors, 
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though its exhibition was regular- 
ly persevered in for many months, 
and the dose of the medicine gra- 
dually increased to as great an 
extent as the state of the stomach 
and strength of the patients would 
allow. My experience of the 
powers of iodine is opposed to 
the following statement of Dr. 
Gairdner :—‘It seldom fails of 
effecting a complete cure, and 
when it does, it almost always 
reduces the swelling very consi- 
derably.’* In some cases, large 
tumors have been much diminish- 
ed in a short space of time under 
the external and internal use of 
iodine, but, in not a few instances, 
the beneficial influence of this 
remedy has been solicited in vain. 
lodine will unquestionably be 
found a valuable medicine in some 
examples of bronchocele, but it 
is by no means entitled to the 
character of a specific in the af- 
fection.” 

We fancy that these opinions 
will accord pretty nearly with 
the experience of most unbiased 
practitioners. Dr. Bardsley is 
led to think, from the results of 
his trials, that iodine is a remedy 
at least of equal, if not superior 
efficacy, to any of the numerous 
substances that have been pro- 
posed for the cure of scrofula. 
He has seen it succeed, on seve- 
ral occasions, in removing enlarg- 
ed scrofulous glands, after the 
failure of other plans of treat- 
ment. Dr. Bardsley has also 
been anxiotis to test its real virtues 
ina tuberculous state of the lungs. 
Need we mention the results of 
such experiments ? Our author 
has derived little or no benefit 
from iodine ta paralysis ; nor, ex- 
cept in two cases, has he ever 


* © Vide opus ante cit., p. 35. 
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witnessed any good effects from 
it in chorea. 

‘‘T have also made trial of 
iodine in chorea, but never wit- 
nessed any good effects from it, 
except in twocases. [am ata 
loss to account for the difference 
between the results of my expe- 
riments with iodine in paralysis 
and chorea, and those of Dr. 
Manson; for in his hands this re- 
medy has proved almost uniformly 
successful. I wish, however, 
explicitly to remark, that I place 
the greatest reliance on the ac- 
curacy of Dr. Manson’s observa- 
tions ; and his known candor and 
respectability of character entitle 
his statements to confidence. It 
is worthy of remark, that with 
several young females laboring 
under chorea, to whom If have 
administered the iodine for some 
time, the menses have not made 
their appearance until the six- 
teenth year. This I merely 
throw out as a conjecture, whe- 
ther the action of the medicine in 
question upon the uterus could 
have any effect in retarding men- 
struation. It isa well-establish- 
ed fact, that iodine exerts a pow- 
erful action on the glandular sys- 
tem, for the mamme occasionally 
undergo considerable diminution 
in size during its use. This isa 
point of some importance in the se- 
lection of this remedy for females.” 

In ascites depending on supposed 
enlargement of the liver, iodine 
has appeared to our author to be 
a medicine of great efficacy.— 
Med. Chir. Rev. 


III. 
FRACTURES OF THE LEG. 


[The following cases are interest- 
ing as illustrative of the mode of 
treating such fractures in France. 
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These cases were managed in Guy’s 
Hospital; and, as the straight posi- 
tion, with a splint on the inner side 
of the leg, is seldom adopted by 
English surgeons, it is probable they 
were here made an experiment to 
test the comparative value of the 
French practice. ] 


Case I.—While J. M., et. 30, 
was walking over Westminster 
bridge, with his cart and horses, 
he slipped from the high pave- 
ment and fell, his right foot turn- 
ing inwards under him, so as to 
produce a fracture of the fibula, 
about an inch above the point of 
the outer malleolus, through the 
tibio-fibular joint, and one of the 
inner malleolus, from above to 
below and outwards, extending 
into the ankle joint. The inner 
malleolus, thus split off, was se- 
parated from the shaft of the 
bone, by the effusion into the joint 
consequent to the contusion. 
When admitted, immediately 
after the accident, on Sept. 21, 
under Mr. Key, the nature of the 
injury was apparent; but there 
was so much tumefaction, that 
leeches were applied before put- 
ting the limb in splints. His leg 
was maintained in the straight 
position, on pillows, for a few 
days. The leech-bites ulcerat- 
ed, requiring the use of poultices, 
and rendering the subsequent ap- 
plication of the bandages rather 
inconvenient. These were ap- 
plied on Oct. 15--# splint ex- 
tended fromthe knee to tae inner 
ankle, padded thickiy to about 
half way down the leg, so as to 
press on the upper part of the 
tibia alone, anda small pad press- 
ed the inner malleolus outwards ; 
next, a long splint reached from 
the back of the thigh to the heel, 
having a foot-piece attached, and 
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well padded; including these, a 
roller was applied over the foot 
and ankle, inthe figure of 8 mode, 
and another fixed the apparatus 
at the knee, begianing tivo-thirds 
up the leg.—No bad symptom 
followed. 

On the 15th of October, he 
could bear the leg to be handled 
without inconvenience, and could 
move his ankle without pain, indi- 
cating pretty firm cohesion of the 
fractured bones. Four days af- 
terwards, all splints were remov- 


ed, and the limb merely ban- 


daged. 

On Oct. 29, five weeks after 
the reception of the injury, he 
left the hospital with a very 
straight leg, the ankle joint being 
only stiff in some degree. 


Case I1.—J. T. astout healthy- 
looking man, fell, on Thursday 
evening, Oct. 29, over some 
bricks, by which his foot was 
bent under him inwards. On the 
following morning, he came to 
the hospital, with his leg greatly 
swelled and hot. A fracture of 
the fibula, about three inches 
above its point, and one of the 
tibia, separating, but not displac- 
ing, the inner malleolus from the 
tibia, were discovered. 


App. hirud. xx. cruri, et postquam 
foveatur, adhibeatur constanter, 
Lotio Plumbi diluta  frigida. 
Cap. Col. c. Cal. gr. xv. 


On Nov. 11, after the repeat- 
ed application of leeches, the tu- 
mefaction was sufliciently sub- 
dued to allow the application of 
splints. As in the above case, 
a splint was put on the inner side 
of the leg, but with a foot-piece 
in addition, so that slight inver- 
sion of the foot was allowed, and 
the roller was applied so as just 
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to catch the point of the outer 
malleolus. and counteract the 
muscles, which drew the frac- 
tured extremities towards the 
tibia. 

On Nov. 30, his leg was quite 
straight, and the bones very firm, 
permitting motion of the foot in 
all directions without pain. 

On Dec. 7, he was discharged 
from the hospital quite well, all 
splints having been removed for 
two or three days. 


Case 111. —This was a compound 
fracture of both bones, produced 
by a piece of timber falling on 
the leg of T. W., et. 11. The 
tibia and fibula projected in front, 
each by a separate wound, at 
about two inches and a half above 
the ankle. The foot and ankle 
were greatly arched inwards, re- 
quiring a splint reaching from the 
knee to the foot on the outer side, 
to obviate this, and which kept 
the leg in a good line. The 
wounds were poulticed for some 
days, and on the 15th one was 
quite healed, and the other nearly 
so. Soon after this, however, 
acute erysipelas attacked the 
leg, which excited fear for the 
ultimate result, and retarded the 
progress of the cure in a great 
degree. Matter formed in the 
neighborhood of the wound, and 
the boy became so restless as to 
render the splints, applied loosely 
on account of the erysipelatous 
inflammation, of little value. 

On Nov. 23, the sores were - 
nearly healed, and the bones 
quite united and firm; but there 
was avery small sinuous commu- 
nication with the lower portion of 
bone, which was denuded of its 
periosteum. 

On the 25th, the sores were 
healed, the bones firmly united, 
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‘and the limb admirably straight. 


Pasteboard splints now supersed- 
ed the others, and he was allow- 
ed to get up. 

In five more days, or exactly 
ten weeks and a half after the 
time of the accident, the boy 
left the hospital quite well. 


IV. 
BLOOD IN THE LYMPHATICS. | 


Anomalous Exanthematous Eruption 
on the Neck and Lips,—Death. 


A MAN, aged 36, of middle size, 
and rather robust, experienced 
for some days general indisposi- 
tion, with considerable prostra- 
tion of strength, without any ap- 
parent cause. He next perceiv- 
ed that the upper part of the 
neck, on the right side, became 
swollen, and covered with phlyc- 
tine, over a space equal in size 
to that of a five-frane piece. Tn 
the centre of this spot the epi- 
dermis was raised, and discovered 
the dermis, which was of a brown 
color. Atthe same time the lips 
swelled, and became covered 
with minute miliary vesicles. 
There was anorexia, fever, and 
oppression: the patient seemed 
to have the commencement of a 
severe attack of erysipelas, or 
even of malignant pustule. How- 
ever, the general symptoms as 
yet indicated nothing. alarming. 
The patient was ordered to be 
watched, while simple beverages 
and attention to diet were enjoin- 
ed. He died the same evening, 
without having presented any 
other symptom. 


Examination. 


The cellular tissue, beneath 
the exanthematous patch on the 
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neck, was ecchymosed, but no 
other change was perceptible at 
this part. The stomach had ele- 
vated patches scattered over it, 
similar to those which are met 
with about the ileo-ceecal valve. 
The rest of the alimentary canal 
was free from disease. The 
body was sent to La Pitié for 
dissection, where some pupils, 
having removed the abdominal 
viscera, Were proceeding to study 
the muscles of the loins and pel- 
vis. In raising the peritoneum 
which covered the lower part of 
the spine, they found, on the last 
lumbar vertebra, and in the hol- 
low of the sacrum, a set of ves- 


‘sels highly injected, and of a deep 


red color. ‘Their disposition, nu- 
merous anastomoses, and connexion 
with the lymphatic ganglia, left 
no doubt of their nature, and it 
was perceived that all this system 
of vessels was filled with blood. 
Whence came this liquid, or how 
had it found its way into an order 
of vessels which does not natural- 
ly admit it? None of the neigh- 
boring organs had been the seat 
of hemorrhage ; neither veins nor 
arteries were altered ; ina word, 
there was nothing to explain the 
phenomenon. ‘These lymphatics 
were traced upwards, with great 
facility, into the thoracic duct, 
which was injected in the same 
manner, even tll its junction with 
the subclavian vein, which was in 
itsnatural state. The liquid from 
the lymphatics was analysed by 
M. Barruel, and ascertained to 
be really blood ;:and a drawing 
was made from the preparation 
by Dr. Carswell, so as to pre- 
serve the appearances. 
Changes in the lymphatic sys- 
tem become less rare, In propor- 
tion as investigations relating to it 
multiply. Besides the facts re- 
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corded by M. Andral, others have 
been collected in England and 
Germany, which prove that the 
thoracic duct is susceptible of al- 
terations no less severe than nu- 
merous: it has been found filled 
with pus, with softened medullary 
degeneration, &c. ; obliterations 
of the duct have been noticed ; 
partial dilatations and strictures, 
or narrowings, of a greater or 
less extent; its parietes have 
been found ulcerated, thickened, 
and altered in various other ways. 
But the particular pathological 
fact which we have above relat- 
ed, is regarded by MM. Dupuy- 
tren, Breschet, and Sanson, as 
unique.—Lancette Francaise. 


V. 


ORIGIN OF POST-MORTEM EXAMINA- 
TIONS OF THE KINGS OF FRANCE. 


THERE is a disposition inherent 
in the human mind to invest those 
removed from the common sphere 
of life with attributes that apper- 
tain not to ordinary mortality. 
Who that reads the exploits of 
Alexander, can picture to himself 
the Macedonian demigod subject 
to those little corporeal annoy- 
ances that chafe the temper of 
Mr. Thompson or Mr. Smith,— 
can imagine Hercules troubled 
with constipation of the bowels, 
or Julius Caesar plagued with 
corns, albeit 


- He had a fever whilst he was in Spain ! 


But human nature is human 
nature still, however the grand, 
the moral, the intellectual spiritus 
may dazzle the eyes of the as- 
tonished world ; and a hero anda 
Costermonger suffer in no very 
unequal degree from those bodily 
inconveniences and ills to which 
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flesh is heir. Sylla was destroy- 
ed by the lousy distemper,—Na- 
poleon le Grand, I’Invincible, as 
a foolish universe once thought its 
scourge, died of a malignant dis- 
ease,—and our own race of kings 
have notoriously suflered frothe 
complaint which is usually the 
property of the squalid and the 
needy,—scrofula. Some very 
curious and interesting documents 
have been published in France, 
respecting the examinations of 
the bodies of their kings, from 
Charles the IXth to the last 
Louis. Previously to the times 
of Charles, the prejudices of the 
people and the opposition of the 
clergy restricted the examination 
of bodies to that of executed cri- 
minals. It was not to be sup- 
posed that the haughty sovereign 
of a feudal nation should descend 
to the level of felons, of those 
whom the ideas of the times 
would scarcely have ranked in 
the same class of beings as him- 
self. {It required some extraor- 
dinary event to establish the ne- 
cessity for royal dissections, and 
such an event presented itself in 
the remarkable death of the ninth 
Charles. This Gaulish repre- 
sentative of the Neros and Do- 
mitians of the world, is execrable 
to all time by the massacre of the 
Hugonots at Paris, on St. Bar- 
tholomew’s day, in 1572. When 
the hour for that dreadful outrage 
approached, being upbraided with 
indecision by the savage Catherine 
de Médicis, his mother and the 
regent, he exclaimed, ‘ well 
then, let not one be left to re- 
proach me with breach of faith!”’ 
He even fired with his own hand 
on the miserable wretches en- 
deavoring to escape across the 
Seine. It was said that from 
this time to his death, which took 
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place in May, 1574, he never 
enjoyed a tranquil hour, and va- 
rious reports were bruited about 
respecting the mode of his de- 
cease. Many regarded the event 
as a punishment for his enormous 
crime, aud asserted that he fell 
the victim to a sweating of blood ; 
others, onthe contrary, attributed 
it to the machinations and ambi- 
tion of the Duke d’Alencon. In 
order to set at rest all rumors 


and dispel these suspicions, Cathe- 
rine decided that her dear son 
should be examined; and Charles 
was thus the first king of France, 
the first descendant of Charle- 
magne, whose body was profaned 
by the scalpels of his subjects. 
From that time to this, the exa- 
minations of their monarchs after 
death has becom@ a matter of 
court-etiquette in the French 
dominions. — Med. Chir.Rev. 


SKETCHES OF PERIODICAL LITERATURE, 


THE NEW MEDICINES, 
Dr. Barpstey, of Manchester, Eng., 
has recently published the results 
obtained from extensive trials of the 
new medicinal articles. Although 
our acquaintance with his work has 
been derived through the medium of 
the journals which have noticed it, 
the facts contained are so interesting 
as to induce us to lay them before 


our readers. 


The first remedy mentioned as 
having been extensively tried, is 
strychuia, or strychnine, an alkaline 
substance derived from the nux vo- 
mica, ‘The powers of this vegetable 
in paralysis have for a considerable 
time been known to the profession. 
It appears, in fact, to exert a pecu- 
liar and decided influence on the 
nervous system. In animals killed 
by it, no marks of inflammation or 
organic lesion have been found; but 
death appears to have been the con- 
sequence of asphyxia, produced by 
the immobility of the chest during 
the tetanic spasm of the thoracic and 
abdominal muscles. Magendie es- 
tablished the fact, that nux vomica 


produces a peculiar effect on the 
spinal marrow, the nerves issuing 
from it,'and the muscles supplied by 
those nerves; and _ this conclusion, 
among other causes, led to its being 
employed ia paralytic affections of 
the lower extremities. Dr. Bardsley 
himself commenced his early trials 
with the nux vomica, but was in- 
duced to adopt the strychnia in place 
of it, as being more certain and uni- 
form in its operation. 


The number of cases mentioned 
in which the article was employed 
by Dr. B. for paralysis, was thirty- 
five. Four of these, less remarkable, 
but probably not less fortunate than 
the others, are omitted by the re- 
viewer. Of the remaining number, 
eighteen were cured, and eleven re- 
lieved. The strychnia was com- 
menced in the dose of one-sixth or 
one-eighth of a grain twice daily, 
and gradually increased until unplea- 
sant symptoms occurred, The time 
required for the cure varied from one 
to four months, It was almost al- 
ways preceded by convulsive motions 
of the extremities, and in one in- 
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stance by a sensation of heat in the 
course of the spine. The dose usu- 
ally arrived at as a maximum, was 
half a grain twice or three times a 


day. 


The other complaints in which 
the same remedy was tried, were 
chronic diarrhoea and amenorrheea, 
Of eight cases “of the latter disease 
treated in this manner, six are stated 
to have been cured, and two relieved. 
This success is very remarkable, 
particularly as two of the cases re- 
lated were of long duration. 

Brucia, another alkali found in the 
nux vomica, was employed in cases 
of paralysis, and with some success. 
It is a less energetic substance than 
the strychnia, and was taken to the 
amount of two grains at a dose, three 
or four times daily. 


Dr. B. employed the acetate of 
morphia in several cases in which 
Opiates were indicated, and particu- 
larly in neuralgia. His conclusion 
with respect to this preparation is, 
that it possesses the useful properties 
of opium, without inducing the un- 
pleasant effects caused by a free use 
of that drug. He especially recom- 
mends it where it is desirable to pro- 
duce a narcotic effect, and yet avoid 
constipation. A quarter of a grain 
is the commencing dose for adults, 
which may be gradually increased, if 
necessary. 

Our author has remarked a great 
analogy to obtain in regard to medi- 
cinal effect between veratria, a sub- 
stance obtained by Pelletier from 
the veratrum sabadilla, and calchi- 
cum. In fact, the former substance is 
now known to exist in the meadow 
saffron, and has been obtained from 


it, The commencing dose of the 
veratria is one-fourth of a grain. 

Dr. B. recommends the internal 
use of iodine in the form of hydrio- 
date of potash, The proportion of 
half a drachm of the salt to an ounce 
of distilled water, furnishes a solution 
of which ten drops may be taken 
twice or thrice daily.—Some account 
of his experience with this medicine 
in Bronchocele, Scrofula and Cho- 
rea, will be found in another part of 
our paper. 

With respect to the emetine de- 
rived from the root of ipecacuanha, 
he remarks, that in the dose of five 
grains, dissolved in two or three 
ounces of rose water, it has proved 
an active emetic. Half a grain, eve- 
ry five hours, has acted as a diapho- 
retic ; and a fourth of a grain, every 
three hours, as an expectorant. 
These effects are produced with 
great certainty. It may be recom- 
mended as a substitute for ipecacu- 
anha in the treatment of children, 
and likewise in certain idiosyncra- 
sies, in which the effluvium of that 
article produces pernicious effects ; 
which is said to have been the fact 
in some instances. 

All the above articles may be pro- 
cured of the Apothecaries in this city. 


DETECTION OF POISONOUS SUB- 
STANCES, 
Dr. Curistison, Professor of Me- 
dical Jurisprudence in the University 
of Edinburgh, is now publishing a 
series of cases illustrative of this 
branch of medical jurisprudence. 
The .circumstances attending one of 
these afford a striking proof of the 
minuteness to which chemical ana- 
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lysis gaay be carried,—Six persons 
‘<p same family were taken ill at 
Jinner, so that nearly all were obliged 
to leave the table before the cloth 
was removed. ‘The symptoms were 
sickness, vomiting, pain in the bow- 
els, and, in one instance, diarrhoea. 
The only article which all recollect- 
ed to have taken, was soup. A 


quantity of this, therefore, and also 


a portion of the matters vomited, 
were sent to Dr. C. No pvuisonous 
ingredient could be detected in the 
former ; but the latter, being subject- 
ed to appropriate tests, yielded some- 
what less than the 250th part of a 
grain of arsenic! The extreme mi- 
nuteness of the quantity produced, 
as may be supposed, some hesitation 
on the part of Dr. C. in making up 
his report; since it seemed possible 
that this amount might have adhered 
to the surface of the vessels employed 
in the analysis. Fortunately, it oc- 
curred to the party that they had all 
taken wine, three varieties of which 
were on the table. The three wines 
were subjected to examination. Two 
of the varieties furnished no positive 
result; but, from the remains of a 
bottle of champaigne, which, like the 
others, was free from any taste ex- 
cept that of vinous sweetness, a pre- 
cipitate was obtained, the arsenical 
nature of which was satisfactorily 


proved. Two ounces of the wine 


ave one crain and a quarter of sul-' 


phuret of arsenic, corresponding to 
one grain of the oxide. As each of 
the six individuals had taken one 
glass of the wine, the conclusion was 
that each had swallowed a grain of 
this substance. How the arsenic 
was introduced into the bottle, which 
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was uncorked at the table, is not so 
easy to say. 


POISON OF FAT. 


Dr. Horn, of Berlin, has lately ob-— 
tained a poisonous substance from 
animal fat, by means of distillation 
with water, It is described as pass- 
ing into the receiver in the form of 
an ethereal oil, mixed with a certain 
quantity of aqueous fluid. Three 
drachms of this oil were given toa 
middle-sized Pomeranian dog, and, 
though a great part was rejected, the 
remainder proved fatal within twen- 
ty-four hours, The aqueous fluid 
which passes over with the oil, like- 
wise possesses poisonous properties, 
— 3vi. proving fatal to a dog at the 
end of two days. The animals died 
tranquilly, and without convulsions. 
The oil is said to have presented 
acid properties, but is to be distin- 
guished from the true acid of fat, 
which has no poisonous effect. 


PYROLIGNEOUS ACID IN ULCERS. 


Dr. Simons, of the Almshouse Hos- 
pital, Charlestown, has published 
several cases of gangrenous and un- 
healthy ulcers treated with the pyro- 
ligneous acid, Dr. S. was led to 
employ this substance from a consi- 
deration of its antiseptic properties 
when applied to dead animal sub- 
stance. ‘The event justified his an- 
ticipations. Some old ulcers which 
had resisted every other mode of 
treatment, when dressed in this man- 
ner, soon put on a healthy appear- 
ance, and were healed very rapidly. 
Dr. S. recommends that the acid 


should be used at first of a sufficient 
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degree of strength to cause a smart- 
ing sensation in the part, and to be 
gradually diluted as the surface be- 
comes healthy. The cases may be 
found in the American Journal for 
February. 


CASE OF SEA-SICKNESS, 

Dr. Ware, of this city, has recorded 
the particulars of a case in which a 
long-continued sea-sickness was fol- 
lowed by loss of memory and other 
indications of mental debility. We 
shall not attempt to give the particu- 
lars of the case, which is rendered 
extremely interesting by the accurate 
manner in which the symptoms are 
described, and the philosophical view 
taken of the phenomena presented. 
Sea-sickness, however unpleasant 
during its continuance, is generally 
considered as free from danger, and 
as often producing a change in the 
system which is favorable to health. 
That it sometimes occasions alarming 
debility and exhaustion, has already 
been remarked; but the occurrence 
of permanent local or general disease 
from its continuance, is certainly 
very unusual, and we are not aware 
that any such instances are on re- 
cord. 


- disturbance. 


AFTER VACCINATION, &c. 


SMALLPOX AFTER VACCINATION. 


A cate number of the London Me- 
dical Gazette contains an account of 
four cases of smallpox occurring after 
vaccination. Two of these were of 
mild character, and went through 
their course without causing much 
The third was a well- 
marked and severe case, in which 
the eruptive character of the disease 
was fully developed. The fourth 
case, which occurred in a child five 
years old, proved fatal on the four- 
teenth day. ‘The patient is said to 
have been vaccinated when an infant. | 
—We regret that the proof of this 
fact is not particularly mentioned, as 
death from smallpox after vaccination 
is so rare an occurrence as to be 
thought, by some of the advocates 
for this practice, almost an impossi- 
bility. We are not aware of having 
seen a case, previously to the present 
one, where this fact was established 
beyond the possibility of doubt. The 
efficacy of vaccination is now so uni- 
versally acknowledged, that it stands 
not in need of any glossing or con- 
cealment of its failures; and if such 
a fact as that reported actually oc- 
curred, it deserves to be generally 
known. 


BOSTON, TUESDAY, MARCH 9, 1830. 


A LIVING SKELETON. 


In the 1st volume of this Journal 
may be found some notice of an in- 
dividual known by this appalling ti- 
tle, who had been seeking some tangi- 
ble consolation in his misfortune from 
the curiosity of John Bull and her 


continental neighbors. A person is 
now exhibiting himself in this city, 
who has assumed and richly merits 
the same designation. The name of 
this mummy-like spectre, or Living 
Skeleton, as he is called, is Calvin 
Edson. He was born in Stafford, 
Conn., in 1788. In 1813, he en- 
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listed in the army, and was, subse- 
quently, in the battle of Platts- 
burgh. Having been two nights 
without sleep, and being extremely 
fatigued, he seized the first moment 
“ after the British had run away,” for 
repose, and throwing himself on the 
ground, with his face downward, he 
fell asleep. When he awoke, after 
about ten hours of comfortable rest, 
he found his limbs cold and stiff, but, 
afier rubbing them well, he proceeded 
on his way with little inconvenience, 


At this time, Mr. Edson weighed 
125 pounds, and was, according to 
his certificate, five feet four inches 
high, Although he suffered no ma- 
terial inconvenience from this ex- 
posure, he very soon remarked that 
he began to lose flesh; and his ema- 
ciation has continued, without abate- 
ment, to the present time. He is now 
five feet two inches in height,—mea- 
sures about 25 inches round the 
upper, and 22 inches round the low- 
er part of the chest ;—the circumfe- 
rence of the arm (about its centre) is 
8 inches ; of the forearm, 4 1-2; the 
thigh, 10-1-2; the calf of the leg, 
9 1-2; and the leg, just above the 
ankle, 5 1-2 inches. We could dis- 
cover no distortion of any part of the 
body, or any mark whatever of ex- 
isting disease. He looks and feels 
in perfect health, and is possessed of 
ordinary strength. His pulse is re- 
gular, and about 100 in the minute, 
——excited probably by the number 
of visiters constantly about him, He 
walks about like any other man, with 
no appearance of debility ; but, the 
adipose substance having been whol- 
ly absorbed from the soles of his feet, 
he steps lightly, and not without some 


soreness in this part. His appetites 
and passions are natural and unabat- 
ed; he eats as much as ever, and 
drinks—a little too much ; he is not at 
all particular in the articles of his 
diet—making a full and good meal on 
whatever is set before him,—and 


says he was never sick in his life. ~ 


The functions of the kidveys and 
of the digestive apparatus are per- 
formed with great regularity and 
without any excess; his skin is dry, 
as is usualiy the case in persons who 
are emaciated. He has four child- 
ren, the youngest of whom is but 
eight months old; he is clad thin 
for the season, seldom suffers from 
cold, and * cau chop a cord of wood 
a day without being fatigued.” 

The family of this singular object 
is not remarkable for any perscnal 
peculiarity, His father is a large 
man, and his brothers are some above 
and others below the ordinary sta- 
ture. Although it is manifestly im- 
possible to assign for his emaciation 
any specific cause, yet he assures us 
it commenced just after the exposure 
at Plattsburgh, and has been gradual 
ever since; within the last year even he 
has lost flesh, and at present weighs 
but 60 pounds. His proportions are 
good, his intellect is wholly unim- 
paired, and his spirits are in no mea- 
sure depressed. 

This singular individual has been 
visited by many of the Faculty, as 
well as crowds of the curious,—and 
all agree in regarding him a pheno- 
menon truly wonderful, and, we must 
add, wholly inexplicable, in the pre- 
sent state of our knowledge. 

In the general appearance of Mr. 
Edson there is nothing revolting. He 
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is neat in his person, rather grey for 
his age, and dresses, quite a la mode, 
in tights. 


ESSENTIAL OF COPAIBA. 


Ir is unquestionably a desideratum 
to find some mode of administering 


“the Balsam Copaiba less offensive to 


the stomach and less revolting to the 
taste than the mixtures in general 
use. Much more is it desirable to 
exhibit it in form of pills,;—were such 
thing possible with anything less 
than a pint measure to keep them in. 
The importance of this object has 
led to many propositions for its ac- 
complishment, mest of which have 
failed. 
form, with calcined magnesia, a mass 
suitable for moulding into pills, and 
much tess bulky than any previous 
combination. Although the hands 
of expert chemists might have suc- 
ceeded in making such a compound,the 
attempt is well known to have failed in 
those of ordinary apothecaries.— We 
recollect well to have tried several, 
but could never come to anything 
like the results said to be derived 
from this mixture, even when Hen- 
ry’s and other thoroughly calcined 
magnesia was used. 

An article termed Consolidated 
Copaiba is suld at several of the 
shops, which has strongly the odor 
of the balsam, and is easily converti- 
ble into pills. We apprehend this 
is only some mixture of the balsam 
itself, and requires to be taken in 
very large doses ;—and even so, we 
have no evidence of its efficacy. It 
deserves a trial, and the result should 
be made known to the profession. 

The next most promising discove- 


It was said, at one time, to 


ry was that of Mr. Thorn. By eva- 
porating the balsam slowly to the 
consistence of an extract, he procur- 
ed a resinous principle, which, in 
small doses, was said to be effectual 
n curing gonorrhoeal inflammation, 
Cases of the most encouraging cha- 
racter came to us from Mr. T. and 
his friends, and we procured some 
of the extract, and tried it on several 
patients in different stages of the 
complaint. With us it ordved a re- 
medy,—if so it may be called,—of 
no power whatever over the disease ; 
and, notwithstanding the cases before 
alluded to, it has, after an extensive 
trial by various practitioners, been 
generally abandoned as wholly inert, 

Mr. Evans, an English Surgeon, 
appears to have made more out of 
this resinous extract of Mr. Thorn, 
than any other of the faculty; from 
its total failure, he has been led to 
suppose that the essential oil must be 
the active principle in the copaiba 
balsam, and that the temporary suc- 
cess of Mr. Thorn must have been 
owing to the small quantity of this 
oil which chanced to remain in the 
extract, in the early days of its ma- 
nufacture.—The constituents of co- 
paiba are, this essential oil, the resin 
before referred to, acetic acid, fatty 
matter, and some traces of muriate 
of lime and of a sweet principle. It 
seemed therefore a fair deduction from 
the inertness of the resin, that the 
activity might reside in the essential 
oil.— Proceeding on this hypothesis, 
he has given a trial to this oil, and 
reports his success as unexceptiona- 
ble. After first evacuating the pri- 
mez vie, and enjoining vegetable diet 
and free potatious of linseed tea, he 
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directed three of the following pills the articles of the materia medica. 
to de taken thrice daily :— This was one of the cases stated in 
R, Ol. Ess. Copaib. git. xxiv. my former paper, the notes of which 
Pulv. G. Trag. 9ss. M. in pil. xij. think the essential oil was given in 


doses of gtt, viij. (certainly not more). 
In the course of about a fortnight, py, eleet disappeared ina few days, 


the disease disappeared under this and has notsince returned. I should 
treatment. Chordee sometimes oc- state, however, that the patient was _ 
curred, but this was relieved by an @hjoined to abstain from all excite- 

s ment for a time, both physical and 
opiate—Pulv. Doveri gr. x., Camph. $9 

moral, 
gr. Vv. M. om. noct. sum. 

The success of Mr. Evans has CANCER oF THE RECTUM: 
been, as appears to us, about the M. Lisrranc exhibited to the Royal 
same as that of Mr. Thorn; and the Academy of Surgery, at their sitting of 
history of the extract points out our the 10th of September last, a woman, 


tine it “ P] from whom he had excised three 
a= inches of cancerous rectum.* The 


ing little confidence in the efficacy of woman had perfecily recovered. 
his remedy, let us still give it a fair 
and extensive trial;—should it prove srgrHescore AND STETHOSCOPE. 
effective, a very desirable object will In the Communication on the sub- 
certainly be accomplished. ject of the “ Manual, &c.,”’ contain- 


After relating some cases of the e¢ in our last paper, the word Wte- 
thescope was used in several places. 
control exercised by this oil over Phe ‘author of that communication 


gonorrhoea, Mr, E. speaks of its use requests us to say that this is a typo- 
in a case of that other urethral mala- graphical error. He is doubtless 
dy, whicli is scarcely less annoying to Correct in his mode of spelling this 
the physician than to his patient. word, since it corresponds with that 
of Laennec, who unitormly wrote it 

* I then had an opportunity,” says Stethoscope. Its derivation, also, 
Mr. E., “ of exhibiting it in the case clearly justifies this latter method, 
of a gentleman who had been teased alihough many authors, and among 
by a gleety discharge for two or them the author of the criticism in 
three years. He had taken the bal- the North American Medical and 
sam, I might almost say, wholesale, Surgical Journal, have adopted the 
and had used the ** most approved” erroneous orthography which our 
astringents as injections; but the dis- correspondent is desirous of having 
charge seemed to bid defiance to all corrected in his rejoinder. 


WEEKLY REPORT OF DEATHS IN BOSTON, ENDING FEBRUARY 26. 


Date.|Sex. |Age | Disease. Date. | Sex.|Age. | Disease. 
Fep. 19. M.)3 mo {cholera infantum 24.M.73 old age 
| F.| 35 yrs|bursting bloodvessel M. 30 consumption 
20. M./35 {unknown F.44 ‘sudden 
M.|56 {bursting bloodvessel F. 86 ‘old age 
'F.\65 [rheumatic 25. F.24 unknown 
21.M.}29 | F./82 ‘old age 
M.!: jconsumption 'F.83 | do. 
22.|F.]23  |childbed 'M.\43 consumption 
|F. 13 mo|croup 26. F.29 childbed 
F.|29 yrs! childbed | M.'3 w unknown 
M.\68 fever 'M. 7 yrs |measles 
M. 23 | ‘M.'18 mo unknown 
23.' F.|24 childbed Males, 13,—Females, 12. Total, 25. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


NEW MEDICAL BOOKS. 


A | UST published, and for sale, by CAR- 
yy TER & HENDEE,—Malaria; an 
Essay on the Production and Propagation 
of this Poison. By Joun McCunvoca, 
M.D. F.R.S., &c. &c. 

An Essay on the Diseases of the Inter- 
nal Ear. By I. A. Satssy, M.D. Trans- 
lated from the French, by Nataan R. 
Smitn, M.D., Professor of Surgery in the 
University of Maryland; with a Supple- 
ment on Diseases of the External Ear, by 
the ‘l'ranslator. 

Observations on the Utility and Admi- 
nistration of Purgative Medicines, in seve- 
ral Diseases. By James HAMILTON, M. 
D., Fellow of the Royal College of Phy- 
sicians, &c. &c. From the Fifth Edin- 
burgh Edition. 


MEMORIA MEDICA, 
VENHIS day published by CARTER & 
HENDEE, corner of -Washington 

and School Sireets, Memoria Medica,—a 
Medical Common-place Book,—with an 
alphabetical Index of the most common 
terms occurring in practice. Carefully 
selected and arranged by a Fellow of the 
Massachusetts Medical Society. ' 
From Dr. James Jackson, Professor of th 

Theory and Practice of Medicine in 

Harvard University. 
Gentlemen,—! have examined the ** Me- 
moria Medica” which you sent to me. I 
think the plan of it very excellent, and 
that it will be found highly useful to prac- 
titioners and studenis of medicine. I 
have never believed that a voluminous 
comnion-place book can be very benefi- 
cial to any man, unless he means to be- 
come an author, But on the other hand, 
every one will find an advantage in keep- 
ing a common-place book in which he 
may notice the detached facts which 
come under his notice, and which are 
likely soon to be lost from his memory. 
The book you have prepaied will be found 
well adapted for this purpose by medical 
men, and will be more likely to be used 
by those who procure it than a common 
blank book, because all the labor of ar- 
rangement is saved, 

I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
JAMES JACKSON. 


From Dr. Walter Channing, Professor of 
Obstetrics and Medical Jurisprudence 
in Harvard University. 

I have examined the Medical Commons 

place Book which was left with your note 

this evening, and with pleasure offer you 
my thanks for the publication of so useful 
avolume. Every practitioner of medicine 
will agree with the remarks in the preface 
on the inconveniences and absolute loss 
of what is very useful, which result from 
depending solely on the memory. Not 
unfrequently it happens that some parti- 
cular prescription is peculiarly suited to 
anvindividual. Some time passes, and an 
occasion again arises in which we believe 
that the same medicine might be equally 
beneficial; what it was, however, has 
wholly escaped us ; and though something 
else mav be equally useful, still some re- 
gret may be felt, at least by the patient, 
that what has been found beneficial can- 
not again be at once resorted to. Some 
object to an artificial method of preserv- 
ing, for such and other uses, what may 
be safely trusted to the memory, if that 
faculty be faithfully cultivated, I am 
willing to admit that there is force in this 
objection; but it is a simple question of 
fact only we have to consider. If it be 
true that there is much lost to the indivi- 
dual, and certainly much more to the 


profession, by trusting entirely to the me-- 


mory, the occasional use of the Common- 
place Book for the preservation of what 
is truly valuable, has all the recommen- 
dation it needs. For such purposes, viz., 
for the registering of cases the most rare, 
and the frequent, ifimportant, epidemics, 
prescriptions, &c., your Memoria Medica 
promises to be very useful; and for these 
it well deserves to be recommended to 


-physicians. Students attending hospital 


practice will find it very valuable. Its 
tables of names are very full, and under 
references very easy. I cannot but hope 
it will get into general use. 
ours, &e., W. CHANNING, 
Dec. 8. 


AN ENGRAVING, 

EPRESENTING the Perfect and Im- 
perfect Cow Pox and the Chicken 
Pox, during their course, by J. D. Fisher, 
M.D. This day published and for gale 
by CARTER & HENDEIE, cor. of Wash- 

ington and School sts. Price 62 1-2 cts. 

Jan 26. 


Published weekly, by Joun Cotton, at 184, Washington St. corner of Franklin St., to 
whom all communications must be addressed, postpaid.—Price three dollars per annum, if 
paid in advance, three dollars and a half if not paid within three months, and four dollars if 
not paid within the year. ‘he postage for this is the same as for other newspapers. 
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